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The most important books listed in these columns will receive notice in the book-review pages. 



OLD TESTAMENT 



BOOKS 



Old Testament and Semitic Studies, in 
Memory of William Rainey Harper. 
Edited by Robert Francis Harper, 
Francis Brown, George Foot 
Moore. Two Volumes. Chicago: The 
University of Chicago Press, 1908. 
Pp. xxxiv-f-838. $10 and postage. 
These massive volumes contain contributions on 
Old Testament and Semitic topics from twenty- 
five of the leading scholars of the United States, 
together with an introduction (22 pp.) by Professor 
Francis Brown devoted to a careful and discrimi- 
nating review of the career of President Harper as 
a teacher and scholar. This Introduction will be 
of especial interest to the numerous friends of Dr. 
Harper, and with the fine photogravure will make 
the volumes a desirable addition to the library. 
The typography and press-work are worthy of the 
high character of the contents, and the whole con- 
stitutes a fitting testimony to the esteem felt by 
American scholars for a peerless teacher, an emi- 
nent scholar, and a great man. 

Gordon, A. R. The Early Traditions 
of Genesis. New York: Scribners, 
1907. Pp. xii-i-348. $2. 

This volume treats the first eleven chapters of 
Genesis in a large and comprehensive way. Some 
of the ten chapter-headings are: "The Sources of 
the Traditions," "Myth and Legend," "Israel's 
Conception of God," " Revelation and Inspiration." 
The method is thoroughly critical and historical, 
and excellent use has been made of the best litera- 
ture. The results achieved indicate breadth of view, 
sanity of judgment, and a competent independence 
of opinion. This is certainly all in all the best 
book in English on the early stories of Genesis. 

Beecher, W. J. The Dated Events of 
the Old Testament. Being a Presenta- 
tion of Old Testament Chronology. 
Philadelphia: The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1907. Pp.202. $1.50 
net. 

The first 32 pages of this book are given to a 
general introduction setting forth the sources of 
nformation and the method of the investigation. 



The balance of the book consists of chronological 
tables giving exact dates for every event in Old 
Testament history. The conclusions are" highly 
favorable to the essential accuracy of the biblical 
chronological statements, but they vary widely at 
some points from current opinions. 

ARTICLES 

Toy, C. H. On Some Conceptions of 
the Old Testament Psalter. American 
Journal of Theology, January, 1908, 

PP- *-33- 

A series of valuable notes on various aspects of 
the religion of the Psalms, such as the attitude 
toward the sacrificial cultus, the conception of law, 
the ethical attitude, the attitude toward divine be- 
ings other than Jehovah. 

Moore, G. F. Notes on the Name 
nirP . Ibid., pp. 34-52. 

An extended and careful examination of the 
literature bearing upon the history of the pronun- 
ciation of the divine name. The pronunciation 
"Jehovah" is witnessed to as early as the begin- 
ning of the fourteenth century a. i>. 

Haupt, Paul. Critical Notes on Esther. 
The American Journal 0} Semitic Lan- 
guages and Literatures, January, 1908, 
pp. 97-186. 

A critical edition of the Hebrew text of the Book 
of Esther, with extensive notes, textual, lexico- 
graphical, grammatical, historical, literary, and 
exegetical. The article constitutes a thesaurus of 
information on Esther. 

Smith, J. M. P. The Strophic Structure 
of the Book of Micah. Ibid., pp. 187- 
208. 

An arrangement of the Hebrew text of Micah 
with emendations in Strophes, with the addition 
of brief notes on the literary form. 

Lyon, D. G. Recent Excavations in 
Palestine. The Harvard Theological 
Review, January, 1908, pp. 70-96. 

A summary of the results of the excavations in 
Palestine during the last twenty years. 
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Schmidt, N. The "Jerahmeel" Theory 
and the Historic Importance of the 
Negeb, with Some Account of Personal 
Exploration of the Country. The 
Hibbert Journal, January, 1908, pp. 
322-42. 

A very valuable survey of the geography of the 
region south of the Bead Sea and Judah, with a 
sketch of the part it played in Israel's history. The 
author's attitude toward Jerahmeel is a friendly 
one. 



Eerdmans, B. D. Ein nieuwe Jahwe- 

NEW TESTAMENT 

Religious Series.) 



Tempel. Theologisch Tijdschrijt, 

January, 1908, pp. 72-81. 

A brief summary for Dutch readers of the con- 
tents and significance of the two collections of 
Assouan papyri. 

Boyd, J. O. Ezekiel and the Modern 
Dating of the Pentateuch. The Prince- 
ton Theological Review, January, 1908, 
pp. 29-31. 

A comparison of the literary phraseology of the 
Priest's Code and Ezekiel for the purpose of deter- 
mining the question of priority. The conclusion 
is that the entire Priest's Code was in existence 
before the Exile. 



BOOKS 

Klostermann, Erich, and Gressmann, 
Hugo. Markus. (Handbuch zum 
Neuen Testament, Bd. II, Die Evan- 
gelien.) Pp. 148. M. 2.85. 
Klostermann's summary commentary on Mark 
includes an analysis of the gospel, a new transla- 
tion of it into German, and copious critical and 
exegetical notes. This constitutes a valuable ad- 
dition to Lietzmann's series. 

Niebercaxl, F. Praktische Auslegung 
des Neuen Testaments: Markus. 
(Handbuch zum Neuen Testament, 
Bd. V, 1, Bogen 4-8.) Tubingen: 
Mohr, 1907. Pp. 40-120. 
In accordance with the plan of Lietzmann's in- 
teresting Handbuch, this detailed practical treat- 
ment of Mark is added to the critical discussion, 
by way of furthering the homiletical and religious 
use of that gospel. 

Grdtzmacher, R. H. The Virgin Birth. 

(Foreign Religious Series.) New York: 

Eaton & Mains, 1907. Pp. 80. $0.40 

net. 

The Foreign Religious Series, of translations 
from the works of conservative German scholars 
under Dr. R. S, Cooke's editorship, begins with 
this neat little volume. Dr. Bernhard Pick is the 
translator. The historical character of the virgin 
birth is defended by Professor Grutzmacher of 
Rostock, with learning and intelligence, although 
no new contribution to the subject seems to be 
attempted. The English is sometimes obscure or 
abrupt, and an occasional inaccuracy may be 
noted. But the plan of presenting these popular 
discussions of critical matters is a good one, and 
both sides should certainly be heard. 

Barth, Fritz. The Gospel of St. John 
and the Synoptic Gospels. (Foreign 



New York: Eaton 
& Mains, 1907. Pp. 87. $6.40 net. 
A vigorous apologetic for the credibility and 
authenticity of the Fourth Gospel, which, with the 
Apocalypse, is ascribed to the Apostle John. The 
style is sometimes obscure, and the treatment of 
early Christian literature, e. g., Papias, is arbi- 
trary. 

Riggenbach, Eduard. The Resurrec- 
tion of Jesus. (Foreign Religious Se- 
ries.) New York: Eaton & Mains, 
1907. Pp.74. $0.40 net. 
Professor Riggenbach favors the view that the 

Christophanies demonstrate the bodily resurrection 

of Jesus. 

Meyer, Max. The Sinlessness of Jesus. 

(Foreign Religious Series.) New York: 

Eaton & Mains, 1907. Pp. 46. $0.40 

net. 
Beth, Karl. The Miracles of Jesus. 

(Foreign Religious Series.) New York: 

Eaton & Mains, 1907. Pp. 77. $0.40 

net. 

This inquiry into Jesus' view of his miracles, 
and the historical character of them, is for the 
most part intelligent, helpful, and suggestive. In 
the further issues of this series, however, more 
careful editing is imperative. 

Von Hase, Karl. New Testament 
Parallels in Buddhistic Literature. 
(Foreign Religious Series.) New York : 
Eaton & Mains, 1907. Pp. 62. $0.40 
net. 
The unreality and want of connection in most 

such parallels is clearly shown. 

Grenfell, B. P., and Hunt, A. S. 
Fragment of an Uncanonical Gospel 
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from Oxyrhynchus. Edited with 
Translation, Commentary, and Plate. 
London: Oxford University Press 
(for Egypt Exploration Fund), 1908. 
Pp. 22. is. net. 

This separate publication of the New Oxyrhyn- 
chus gospel fragment, described in the February 
Biblical World, places that interesting docu- 
ment within the reach of all who are concerned 
with early Christian literature. 

ARTICLES 

Case, Shirley J. Ktipios as a Title for 
Christ. Journal of Biblical Literature, 
XXVII, 1907, pp. 151-61. 
An examination of the uses of this title in the 
New Testament leads to the conclusion that it 
arose from the primitive designation of Jesus as 
Maran, "our Lord," and represented the early 
community's recognition of his supreme spiritual 
authority. Later it served in general use as sim- 
ply a name for Jesus. 

Bacon, B. W. A Turning Point in Gos- 

RELATED 
BOOKS 

Schwartz, Ed., and Mommsen, T. 
Eusebius Werke; II. Bd.; Die Kir- 
chengeschichte. 2. Teil. BiicherVI-X; 
Ueber die Martyrer in Palastina. 
(Griechischen Christlichen Schriftstel- 
ler der ersten drei Jahrhunderte.) 
Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1908. Pp. 509- 
1040. M. 8 . 50. 

The Church History of Eusebius is now acces- 
sible in a carefully edited critical text, with a full 
apparatus of important variants. Professor 

Mommsen's critical text of Rufinus' Latin version 
of it accompany's the Greek text. The whole 
puts the study of early Christian literature upon 
a much improved footing. 

Kramer, F. K. The Supremacy of the 
Bible. Popular Essays on the Influ- 
ence, Inspiration, and Composition of 
the Holy Scriptures. Denver: The 
Biblos Press, 1907. Pp. 324. 
Johnson, F. (Editor.) Bible Teaching 
by Modern Methods. London: A. 
Melrose, 1907. Pp. xx + 184. $s. 6d. 
A series of addresses delivered by the more pro- 
gressive representatives of the Sunday-school teach- 



pel Criticism. Harvard Theological 
Review, I (1908), pp. 48-67. 
Bacon, B. W. The Treatment of Mark 
6 : 14—8 : 26 in Luke. Journal of Bibli- 
cal Literature, XXVII, 1907, pp. 132- 

S°- 

Luke's omission of this section in his Mark 
source is explained as due chiefly to Luke's less 
extreme views on the Jew and Gentile controversy, 
for which his solution is found in the apostolic 
decrees made so much of in Acts. Mark's extreme 
and unfavorable view of Judaism, shown in this 
passage, and resembling the position of the 
"strong" in Corinthians, made the passage use- 
less to Luke, who omitted it, and in Acts developed 
his own position independently. 

Motjlton, J. H., and Milligan, George. 
Lexical Notes from the Papyri. IV. 
Expositor } January, 1908, pp. 51-56. 

These valuable studies in New Testament lexi- 
cography are now resumed after an interval of 
nearly four years. Especial attention is given to 
recent publications of papyri, which have been 
notably voluminous and important. 

SUBJECTS 

ing of Great Britain at a conference of experts and 
biblical scholars held in London in 1006 under 
the auspices of the Sunday School Union. The 
addresses are valuable as indicative of the views 
of such scholars as Professors Adeney, Peake, 
Garvie, John Adams, Orr, Davison, and Rev. R. 
F. Horton. They reveal the needs of the British 
Sunday schools as realized by keen observers, and 
so they afford a fairly reliable basis for compari- 
son with the Sunday schools of JAmerica. Further- 
more, they present much valuable wisdom in re 
religious pedagogy and biblical teachings. It is 
well worth reading to all who are responsible for 
or interested in the furtherance of Sunday-school 
methods and idealv 

Cope, H. F. The Modern Sunday School 
in Principle and Practice. Chicago: 
Revell, 1907. Pp. 206. $1. 

This book by the general secretary of the Reli- 
gious Education Association covers the whole range 
of Sunday-school methodology. It is an invalu- 
able handbook for the average superintendent and 
teacher. It is the product of an unusually wide 
experience and of rare opportunities for observing 
the best Sunday schools in operation. It is abreast 
of the latest movements, but eminently sane in its 
point of view. It should find a wide and appre- 
ciative reading. 



